~ 8. D. Wolkowice
I weat to Fort Ontario as the official represestative of the Fremch woolkly
of New York, France Azerique. My work, however, was Airscted towards
iovestigating conditions in which the World Jewish Congress and the Americes
Jewish Corgress are especially interesteq, My Joursalistic etatus gave

me & dogree of liberty and of access to all sources of informtion which
the delegate of an organisation would Probably not have had at hile diepooal ,

To call Oewego & free port is & sbeer misreprosentation of what a fres
port should be, as far as the irmates are concerned. The original ides
behind a free port was to bring people %o America vhose lives were in
danger. Under present conditions, it would certainly be easy to find
Soveral thousand pecple whose lives are in dacger in the partisar zomes of

Yagoslavia or in the Greex Isles, Of course it would necessitate s certain DOC.

effort, The people brought to Oswego were, however, absolutely free to
work and to circulate in Italy, I don't deny that coriitions in Italy

from the viewpoint of food are catastrophic, and that the overwhelming
mjority of those who came 414 mot eee any economic future for themsolves
in Italy. Fevertheless, some abandoned well-paid Jods with the =ilitary
sutborities im order to come %o this land o* dreams, Ameriom, It is tros
that before coming here everyone had to SiZn & paper stating that he was
coming to & camp in Fart Ontario and that ke would have to leave the United
Btates after the war. In spite of this, it seome that false hopes were
given to those pecple by a certain Mr, Smith, ar Erglishman connected

¥ith the AMG and Mr. Perlman of tho Joint Distritution Committee. They
stated that a possidility of staying ip America peroanently was not excluded,
that the American government had reserved the right of pon-admittance

of the Tort Ontario refugess after the war, tut that the Aserican government
#till had the right of admitting the refugees, I car hardly bteliove that
this 1s & 1lie, since the same statement was made to me and to Kemeredty
almost a bundred persons. To believe that {t is a conspiracy of lies

made in the same vords and the saze tsrca W 4solated individuale {0 from
the practical viewpolnt almost Lmpossibdig,

Fhat 1o ever more grava is the fact that the basis of gelection iz Rome

was the possession of expired American vieas, visa dooends filed in Vasbingtop
or relatives in Azerica, This gave &dditional weignt to supposisions

iz the fevered imaginations of the refugees who accepted it as a proof

of tho fact that the poseidility of Staying i{n Americs pormaneatly was

Bot excloded,

To this I muet add that people,who have lived under falee names for four
yoars and who bave saved themselves and their fazilies by these false
ldentitlies, have another conception of a Socument than the Amsrican suthoris.
ties. TFor the State Department a Passport is a passport and a signature

is & signature. On the contrary, for those people who have besn livirg

as rolling stones for years s Pasiport is a piece of paper and a eignatare
is one signature more or less.

* Koner 1s a member of the Polish Representative Committee of the World
Jewiah Congress.
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0f course, by coming here thay have actually not lost very mich., This
is especially true of those with families, Conditions in ths camp are
improving 4aily and it s to bs hoped that in a month or two this camp
will really %e a model estabdlishment of ite kind, Detter fo0d is deing
Fovided. The refugees, to whom a plece of dread was some thing precious
in Italy, are mow satiefied. Of course, it is far bdelow the Anerican
standard., Until now orarge Juice, beefsteaks, urkey, iCe-crsam and
pies have been uninown in the camp, but I have been sasured that in the
very mear future sven those last refinements of civilization will be
pat at the disposal of the inmates.

I must say, however, that at the beglaning mistakes were mads, At present,
the overwhelming mmjority of the ataff of the Camp deserve the hizhest
praise, In general, they treat refugees as human beings. Thus, for
instance, old clothes are no longer beling distriduted. Instead, esince

the beginning of this weak, refugees who need clothing are takem individue
ally to shops in town and Rave the right of choosing whatever they meed
and 1ike. The merchants have deen told to comsider these pecple at regular
customers and to treat them with as much politeness and efficiency as

their other customers. The work accomplished By certain social workers

in the camp is really admirable. It should not be forgotten that some

of the refugees in the ca=p are "trash® asd have always deen "trash®,

The mothod used for selection of the Fort Ontario refugees in Italy was
such that very often those who were most aggressive succeeded in beirng
adzitted, and now contimue to be Just as aggressive in the camp. Tor
eramole-—a Tugoslay womsn who was trought to town to tuy stockicgs requested
nylons, and said that she wonld pay for them with the money delonging

to ber which was being held up by the Treamsy Department. She showed

ber approciation of the cotton stockings YWy saying, "Sollep die Anerikaner
eolche socken tragen®. On the other nand, there weore many cases of peopls
who really needed things and who refused to accept the things they neocded, =
saying that one dress or omo pair of trousers was oufficient, The over-
whelzing =ajority of tho group are, fortunately, fine upstanding individuals.

Tature of the refuxees

The refugees wast, above all clwe, liderty to 1ive and to work as fres
people. The following plaas are being made by the administration of the
camp; - Children will be sent to school. Professional courses will be
organised for the others.

Lezal Sitnatiop

Ascording % the a’ministration of the camp, it scoms that many of the
poople who had supplied visas and demands for visas filed in Tashingten
made thoir sitaation worse Yy coming to Azerics, since the State Departzent
vill not ovem conmeider Asmands for visas coming from Fort Ontario, Thers
Ao at present six pregmnant women inm the camp, It appoars that childrem
born ia the camp »ill not Be considered Americans. All of thems statementa
are of course only ruzours.




Tinancial eituation

The refugess are receiving the following belp from the administration
of the campt

Adnlte— $8.50 monthly,
Ohildren botween 10 and 18 years—— §7 =monthly,

Childrea usder 10 years— $4.50 momthly.

It should ba stressad that the Yugoslay group wns not only in the best

phyeical and economic shape but was alec the first to be holped by the
Tugoslav Jaws in Few Tork mand by the Yugoslav Chrictisme in ’utnnr;h.
Thay receoived abtoat $15 or $20 individually.

Boscue pospibdilities

Those in Tort Omtario can be 4ivided inte the following catagorhn.

1) People who escaped from Belgium and France to Italian held territory
in Trance and who weat to Italy after tho Italian Allicd armictice.

Bacauee of military operations in Frarce this road of escape Ls closed.
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2) Poople who were it Italy when it entered tho war,

3) Pecple who wers evacusted from Yugoslavia Yy small fishing bosts or
by British and American planes from the Isle of Rabd.

It seems that aside from Switzerland the only way of sscane from Fasi
Turcpe is Tito held territory. According to the refugees in the camp,
there 10 & geographical possidility of organising the rescue of Bunzarian
Jews on & small scale from Hungary to Tito held territory. Of course
they left Tugoelavia so long ago that they don't know the present .
position of Tito's troops, ‘and they could not give me any useful detaile
concerning the organization of rescus through this chaasel.

The general opinion of those in the caxp is that if more false docaments

were provided more pecpls would have teen saved, Many of them travelled

by means of false papers to Italy, where thoy used forged Aryan documsata.

Of course 1t is to be hoped that the present military developments will

make it unecessary to 4o aaything further about t.hu matter, btut I would
sugzest that tho question of counterfédt papers be given seriocus astention,

as in this way we can save thousands of psople if Germany should unfortunately
be able to resist for some time in her inner foru'ou.

Tveryone in the cazp felt that if more money had been sent through urd erground
‘channels to Burope, thousands of Jews would have been saved, as almost every
Farl and Quisling official could have been bribved.

I should 1ike o add that most of the refugess who had come from France
spoke with enthmsisem of the wonderful rescue work achisved by Jarblum
and Bilberschein.
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War Orimes

During =y short stay ia the camp, I could not investigate ia dotall the
war crimes of which the pecple in Fort Ontario were witnesses. Thers

is such a wealth of material to amass that 1t would ba necessary for

4 special man to 20 %0 the cawmp and to stay cn the spot for several weeks
in order to get all the detalls,

In general the refugees praise the Italias people and the Italian sathori-.
ties~—cven the Tascist suthorities. They complain about the Flemiahk
Belgians in Antwerp, praise the Belgian population in Brussels, are not
very enthusiastic about the behaviour of the Fremch people in Southern
Trance and utterly detest the Frenmch Vichy police, I have been told that :
the Fremoh Vichy police agents were capable of playing cards in a Jewish
Bouse until 10 P.M. and then of coming back %o the same house at 12 o'clock
in order to arrest their hosts and to deport them to Poland, The refugess
also complained and spoke with borror of the cruelty of the Croat unetashis,

It 1s charscteristic that as far as the Tugoslav Jews are concerned, those
coming from Serdia are willing to return to the old country, tut those
coming from Croatia don't ever again want to see the country where they
suffered so mch, . >

Relzius

As you already know there is a very well organised Jewish underground
committee in Bolgium, It is made up of meambers of the various Jewish
partiss. This committes was very helpful in placing Jewish children

in Belgian fanilies, and colladorates with the Belgian Waite Brigade:
At present 1t is impoesidle to 4isclose the nazes of the members of this
committee as this would be dangerous to them msd to thelir families, if
thay &'e atill living in German-held territory.

The Gercans appointed a Judearat in Jelgium, The most seriocus accusations
have been made against this dody. It seems, however, that they acted

5e% as sccomplices but simply as Supes. This information was given me
;yrpo:;n;sgo left Belgium in 1942 and by othorse-in ome family—gho
oft . b e

Jewish Belgian boys distridbuted summonses, Lssued Yy the Judenrat of
Brussels, to the Jews of foreign originm who were subject to the labor

levy, (The Judenrst was more exprossively called,ly soms,the Judenverrat,)
Tais suzmons caid that ip order to avoid exposing the entire Jewish commnity
of Belgium to reprisals people should not try to evade the Arbeltspflicht,
The summons also stated that false rumours bad been spread in Jelgium

about deportation and that iz reality Jews from Belgium only went %o Northern
France %0 works Actually dsportees wele semt from Balgium to Northern -
France and from ¥orthern France to Poland.

The refugess were particularly Bitter about the attitude of certain meabers
of the Judemrat, It has Deen reported that ome member of Yhis Tody vho
vas warned V0 resign sevaral times Yy the Patriots,-and who 414 not-,

was finally killed Yy the Belgian Patriots. I think that an fnvestigation
should be started as soom as possidle in Belgium, in order to determine

to vhat extent these accusations are founded on faots,




5.

In geseral ths Bolgian rofugeess have unpleasant recellections of their
 stay in Southern Frasce. The Prefect of Nice, Mr. Galli, and bis helper,
Mr. Jarbot, have been brought to =y attention as notoricus persecutors
of the Jewiek people, When the signal for deportation came--0ld people,
slick people, children, those vho only had a few hours to live because
they had cut the veines in their wrists--all were deported to make up the
pumber required by the Sermans,

Turing my stay in the camp, I formed a Belgian group of 46 versons and
fugzeated to aporoximately 100 refugeee vhoe hald come from France that

they form a Tronch group made up of those indiviZials who had been rasd®onts
tut not nationals of France. GSome of these people had bdeen volunteers

in the Trench Army. GSince ay viels, Mre. Orinderg has received a letter
from that group which asked to have a French Jew visit them at the camp,

In my report, I have passed over in sllence the diverse cultural sctivities
vhich will be organized at Fort Ontario by various Jewish organizatiors
in tha ngar future,
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