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‘We Want to Belong,’ Plead Oswego Refugees |

Long for a Home
After Many Years of
Uncertainty

By Donatp D. Ross

In Prague, in 1939, the year the
war began, Oskar and Livia Finger
had a two-room apartment on the
sixth floor of a house that over-
looked a flower-filled park.

Evenings, after Oskar had come
home from his little stocking and
lingerie shop, they would sit alone
on their tiny balcony, and look out
over the Other evenings
Livia would sing at thc German
Opera House in Pra;

That was the st home that
Livia and Oskar knew. Oskar, 48,
a delicate man with a white,
drained face, and Livia, 37, a plump
little woman whose ‘brown eyes
have unaccountably remained live
ly, are now at the Hebrew Shelter
ing and Immigrant Aid Society of
America, 425 ayette St. So are
a couple of hundrec other people

Suzie Born Here

The family is larger now than it
was in Prague: Amon, 5%,
an undermowrished little boy ‘with
large eyes, who was born in Bratis
lava, thus}ovahz when the Fin-
There is Sune 4% munlht old, whu
was born in the Fort Ontario Refu-
gee Camp at Oswego, N, Y., where
the Fingers spent more than 18
months,

Suzie is the only American citi-
zen in the family. But Oskar and

L:::,Shavc spplied for their first Oskar and Livia Finger, homeless for six years, sit with their children, Arnon, 5% and Suzie, 4% months, in the reception room of the

Between Prague and 425 Lafay- ntdrew Stieiermg ana ihmigrant Ara Sdoety. UMt iné tanié ‘are appncanons 1or teir hrst ciizenship papers. Photos by Johm Albert, FM
ette St., Livia, Oskar and Armon
lived the familiar and terrible life
of refugees from Europe: they fled:
they died slowly each day with
fright; they starved; they were
caught; they lived like animals be-
hind barbed wire fences. This is the
only ugusual thing about them:
they were, in the end, liberated

Osk.u @ carpenter b» trade and
an experienced shop keeper, has a
small green phota albam with the
Star of David on the cover. The
first picture shows Livia and Oskar
in lmvu wedding  dress, Livia's
brown hair is circled by a gay chap
let of flowers; Oskar looks serious

Anather picture shows Armor
three years old then, inside the
barbed wire of Ferramonti, an Ial-
fan concentration camp. Sprinkled
through the album are pictures of
people who were swallowed up in
Nazi camps: Livia’s father and
mother, Oskar's two sisters.

Want a Home

Today there are iwo things above
all that Livia and Oskar want
Somehow, before it is too late, they
must recapture the feeling of be-
longing—now  terribly  dim—they
once had on that balcony above the
flowery park in Prague. They want
two rooms, of their own, a kitchen
and a bathroom. They have a little
money to pay for it,

That kitchen is important. Arnon
must have special reinforeed h« i
to resto m...plr ely to |
The ]mmx rant Aid Society
the best will in the world, can’t sul
stitute for a home. Livia and Oskar
feel passionately that Amon must
stop being an institutionalized child

There are 170 other refugees

from Oswego at the large brown T'he Fingers pore daily over the ads in the papers hoping that The food at the Immigrant Aid Society is good, but the Fingers
sandstone and red brick Immigrant somechow that elusive two-room apartment will turn up. They think that Arnon, who has lived in institutions all his life, should
Aid Society. The things the Fingers haven't had a home of their own since they lived in Prague in have the security of a home of his own. Mrs. Finger is shown in

want, they want too, 1939. Photes by Johm Albert, PM the background with Arnon, who wears a eap
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